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On November 13, El Segundo High School said goodbye to the forty Austrian students who were here for the past fifteen days. The students were all from one class and this trip was a part of their English class. The purpose of the trip was to observe American living and have a first hand cultural experience. The trip was also a fund raiser for the high school band who made $8,000 for hosting the Austrian students.

This is the second year that ESHS has sponsored Austrian students and it is a program that will hopefully be continued. ESHS started participating in this hosting program last year. The students from last year’s program were from a vocational school, however this year’s students came from a small Catholic school near Vienna. The coordinator for the program was so impressed with the hospitality at ESHS that she asked to send another set of students to the school this year.

 Ms. Rice, the band teacher, thought that this would be a great opportunity for the students at ESHS, as well as the Austrian students, to gain new cultural experiences. “I think this is a great experience for the school…by doing things like it helps learn about people from another culture.”


Three teachers, Gertraud Steinhauer, Christian Sonnenberg and his wife and fellow teacher Maria Sonnenberg, accompanied the students on their trip. The students stayed in homes with families around El Segundo. “I called every single person I know in El Segundo and asked if anyone wanted to house a student,” joked Ms. Rice, “It was a lot of work.” In the end thirty-two families volunteered to host the students, all but ten are parents of ESHS students. 


The students were welcomed with a great deal of enthusiasm from the ESHS students. For most it was an opportunity to become familiar with people who live life outside of this country. senior Elizabeth Burciaga says, “It was really awesome for them to be here, because it was a learning experience for us both.” For others it was a chance to do share American customs with others. “I think it’s cool, because they get to experience the American way”, says junior Jennifer Tershinmer


Since this is such a positive experience for everyone, Ms. Rice hopes that it will continue for a long time to come. “We hope to do this at least once every year”, says Rice hopefully. She also hopes that the band will eventually be able to go to Austria, and have the same great experiences that the Austrian students receive here. 

